
COURSE DOCUMENT


CONCEPTS OF BIOLOGY - BSC 1005
Instructor: Mrs. Mancas




e-mail address: kmancas@valenciacollege.edu
Powerpoint location: http://frontdoor.valenciacollege.edu/?kmancas

Emergency Conditions:

To verify that the college is open and classes are being held, 
please call:  
(407) 708-2290 or (407) 708-4722.  The Seminole 
State web page (www.seminolestate.edu) also features updated 
announcements.
Required Text:  

Biology SWP Seminole State College of  Florida. First edition, Reece, 

Pearson Custom Library (ISBN 1256612111) 
or



Campbell Biology:  Concepts and Connections, Seventh edition, 


Reece, Taylor, Simon & Dickey, Pearson/Benjamin Cummings 



Publishing
Learning Supplements: 
Mastering Biology website: www.masteringbiology.com  




 
Seminole State College Biology Department Website 
www.seminolestate.edu/biology (click on resources)
ABOUT THE COURSE
This course is a study of the characteristics of living organisms. Unifying concepts such as metabolism, genetics, evolution, and cellular organization will be investigated.  Designed for non-science majors, this course does not fulfill the credit requirements for biology majors.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1.
understand the basic physical, chemical, and biological principles that govern living organisms on this planet;

2.
recognize the characteristics of living organisms and the similarities that unite all of the diverse forms of life;

3.
understand the basic principles of genetics, inheritance, and cellular reproduction;

4.
relate the structures and functions of cells, organs, and organ systems to the functioning of the human body;

5.
intelligently evaluate the great mass of biological fact, theory, and fiction with which one comes in daily contact.

GRADING POLICY
The final grade will be determined as follows:


Lecture Exams



400 points

           
A total of four “unit" exams and one 


comprehensive final exam will be given. Each


exam will be worth 100 points.  The lowest of 

the five exam grades will be dropped. Exams 


will be comprised of a combination of question


types such as matching, fill-in-the-blank, and


short answer and will emphasize lecture material.
           
Lecture Quizzes





100 points

A quiz will be conducted every class
            5 points count toward attendance, 5 points for a fill in the blank quiz



Other Assignments





150 points


4 Homework Assignments

TOTAL  



650 points

Point totals of 585-650 = A, 520-584 = B, 455-519 = C, 390-454 = D, and less than 390 = F.

MAKE-UP TESTING POLICY: Anyone missing an exam must present an excuse from an appropriate authority (doctor, police, etc.) within 24 hours of the start of the exam. A student who has to be absent because of jury duty,  court-mandated appearance, or observance of religious holidays must contact the instructor in advance of the absence in order that a plan for making up the exam can be made.  Lacking an acceptable documented excuse, there will be no “make-up” examinations. All make-up exams will be conducted on the same day that you take your final exam.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

As a member of the Seminole State College community, a student is expected to be honest in all of his or her academic coursework and activities. Academic dishonesty such as cheating of any kind on examinations, course assignments or projects, plagiarism, misrepresentation and the unauthorized possession of examinations or other course-related materials, is prohibited. 
DISABILITY

Any student who has a disability and is in need of special services should contact the Disability Support Services office at their campus by the second week of class. Contact information is listed below.
Altamonte Campus:  Room ALT170, phone # 407-404-6005                                                Oviedo Campus:  Room OVE102D, phone # 407-971-5114                                          Sanford/Lake Mary Campus:  Room S002, phone # 407-708-2110 
ATTENDANCE AND WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSE

According to college policy, if you miss 4.5 hours or more of scheduled class time, you are subject to an instructor-initiated withdrawal.  Because exams are almost exclusively on material covered in class regular attendance is required in order to be successful in this course.  Attendance will be taken at each class meeting and will be reported to the Registrar for purposes of validating financial aid.  Student-initiated withdrawals must be made before the current deadline.  Students who just stop attending class will receive an A, B, C, D, or F, depending on the total points earned.   
GENERAL COMMENTS

This is a college-level science course and, as such, will require academic self-discipline and good study skills on your part.  Regular attendance, good note-taking, and a willingness to "keep up" and seek help when you need it will contribute to your success in this class.
Tutoring services are available through Seminole State’s Academic Success Centers.  Contact the center of your choice to determine days and hours of operation.
Altamonte Campus:  Room ALT220, phone # 407-404-6050                                                Oviedo Campus:  Room OVE200, phone # 407-971-5044                                          Sanford/Lake Mary Campus:  Room L0012, phone # 407-708-2102 
Study tips:

 - Read appropriate sections in text before class.  At this time you do not have to memorize the text but merely "skim" for major ideas. 

 - Take complete notes in class.  Sometimes lecture material may be drawn from several sources other than your textbook.  Tape-recording of lectures is permissible, but should be viewed as a supplement to note-taking.

 - Rewrite your notes legibly and completely as soon after class as possible while the material is still fresh in your mind.  This is important!!  Not only will your notes be more organized and readable, but the physical act of rewriting aids greatly in the learning process.

 - Reread the appropriate sections in the text, paying greater attention to details.  Compare your reading with your notes.  Study any appropriate figures, diagrams, and tables in your text until you understand them.

 - Even after doing all of this, there may still be some things you don't understand.  Keep a certain part of your notebook reserved for questions you would like to ask, and don't be shy - ASK!

 - As exams and quizzes approach, you may find it useful to study with other classmates if (and ONLY if) all members of the group have done their preliminary studies and only need to "firm up" details and compare notes to see if anyone missed something.  Study groups are NOT useful if you are using them to begin studying.
All of this may sound burdensome to you.  However, you will probably find that you will learn more and spend less time learning it if you follow these guidelines.  "Cramming" the night before an exam is unpleasant and very ineffective.

CONCEPTS OF BIOLOGY  - BSC 1005
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
Week of:    



Topic                 





________
Course Overview, Grading, Attendance, Skills for Success 



Biology: Exploring Life (Chapter 1)

________
The Chemical Basis of Life (Chapter 2)

________
The Chemical Basis of Life (Chapter 2)


Molecules of Cells (Chapter 3)

________
Molecules of Cells (Chapter 3)

________
EXAM I: Chapters 1, 2 and 3


A Tour of the Cell (Chapter 4)

_________
A Tour of the Cell (Chapter 4)



The Working Cell (Chapter 5)






​________
The Working Cell (Chapter 5)


 
EXAM II: Chapters 4 & 5


            


________
How Cells Harvest Chemical Energy (Chapter 6)
________
How Cells Harvest Chemical Energy (Chapter 6)



Photosynthesis:  Using Light to Make Food (Chapter 7)

________
Photosynthesis:  Using Light to Make Food (Chapter 7)



EXAM III: Chapters 6 & 7

________
The Cellular Basis of Reproduction and Inheritance (Chapter 8)

________
The Cellular Basis of Reproduction and Inheritance (Chapter 8)



Patterns of Inheritance (Chapter 9)

________
Patterns of Inheritance (Chapter 9)

_________
Molecular Biology of the Gene (Chapter 10)

________
EXAM IV: Chapters 8 - 10



COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM
January 

7th Chapter 1
14th Chapter 2
21st  Martin Luther King Day, No Class

28th Chapter 3
February

4th Exam 1, Homework assignment 1 due

11th  Chapter 4
18th Chapter 5
25th Exam 2, Homework assignment 2 due

March

4th Spring Break, No Class

11th Chapter 6
18th Chapter 7, Lecture Quiz 3
25th Exam 3, Homework assignment 3 due

April

1st Chapter 8 
8th Chapter 9
15th Chapter 10, Lecture Quiz 4
22nd Exam 4, Homework assignment 4 due

29th Final Exam
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